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1 Total number of points of all questions minus points for questions answered with NA. 
2 No Stars < 55%  
1 Star 55% - 64%  
2 Stars 65% - 74%  
3 Stars 75% - 84%  
4 Stars 85% - 94%  
5 Stars ≥95% 
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3 E.g. Vitek, Microscan, Phoenix. 
4 E.g. BioMérieux’s API identification and other similar products. 
5 E.g. Molecular detection platforms for detection and AST including real-time PCR and sequencing. Equipment may include thermocyclers, 
electrophoresis and gel documentation systems. 
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6 Is the equipment in working order? 
7 Is the functionality of equipment regularly checked (e.g. temperature / calibrated)? 
8 Is the equipment regularly serviced by a qualified service technician? Review equipment logbook 
9 Is the equipment regularly maintained according to the manufacturer’s recommendations (e.g. cleaning)? Review SOP and equipment 
logbook 
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10 Assess the QC records to determine the quality of the blood 
11 Determine whether the laboratory has constant access, either online or offline 
12 Either directly or through a supervising reference or central laboratory in case of an AMR surveillance network. 
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13 Including MS & molecular methods. 



AMR TECHNICAL SCORECARD: GENERAL

7

 
 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
14 E.g. BioMérieux’s API identification and other similar products    
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15 In cascade reporting, antimicrobial agents of each class are ranked based on a spectrum of activity, popularity or potential for the over-
prescribing risk of drug resistance and cost. Thus, the reported AST should include the most appropriate and least expensive drugs, 
provided the organism is susceptible. Higher risk agents are only released if alternative options are lacking.  
In selective reporting, the susceptibilities of broad-spectrum agents and those drugs at risk for over-prescription are deliberately withheld. 
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16 Includes all conventional, automated, kit-based, serological, MS and molecular (commercial & non-commercial) methods. 
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17 It is recommended that internal audits be conducted at least annually. External audits are conducted less frequently-assessors should 
use the recommendation of local accrediting body to determine the frequency of external audits. 
18 Ensure all supplies/reagents have not expired. Antibiotic packages not in use should be stored in a non-defrosting freezer, unopened and 
in their original packaging. Once opened, the antibiotic disks must be stored in such a way that the lot number and expiration date of each 
disk is always traceable. The antibiotic disk cartridges and strips should be stored in a tightly sealed container with active desiccants-the 
desiccants should be replaced or recharged at least monthly. 
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19 Refer to instructions for use for commercial and non-commercial molecular identification assays. 
20 Follow-up or confirmatory testing should be performed if the software flags a questionable result and if testing is performed using a 
non-commercial method (or commercial method on a non-validated sample type). 
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21 Refer to instructions for use for commercial and non-commercial molecular AST assays. 
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22 E.g. Cluster of identical organisms isolated from a ward. 
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23 Assessors should review the guidance documents of the surveillance committees to determine the frequency that the laboratory should 

share its reports. If no recommendations exist, this should be at least quarterly. 
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24 Clinical Microbiology Reviews, Jan. 1999, p. 147–179 
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