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Because diagnosis matters

The Hepatitis C Elimination through Access to Diagnostics (HEAD-Start)* project in Delhi, India aims to enhance hepatitis C diagnosis and treatment pathways by introducing a simplified and near-patient diagnostic and care pathway starting from
screening to sustained virologic response (SVR), within public health settings. It specifically highlights that access to hepatitis C virus (HCV) screening tests, confirmatory tests, treatment and SVR tests is possible under one roof.

THIS SHORT VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS HOW DECENTRALIZED APPROACHES USED AS A PART OF HEAD-START DELHI HELPED REACH THE GENERAL POPULATION.
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In Delhi, HEAD-Start has introduced decentralized HCV
screening by incorporating rapid diagnostic tests (RDTs)
using the method of whole blood finger prick test (WBFPT)
in 15 polyclinics (primary health care centres) and 5
hospitals (secondary care centres).

The video will take you on HEAD-Start’s hepatitis C
diagnosis pathway in Delhi. At the polyclinics, patients
found to be HCV antibody positive (Ab+) are referred to one

of the 5 participating hospitals. At these 5 hospitals, a blood
sample is collected from HCV Ab+ patients and transported
to the Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS) for an
HCV RNA or confirmatory test. Results of the RNA test are
communicated electronically to hospitals. Patients who are
HCV RNA+ are initiated on direct-acting antivirals (DAAS)
for treatment of hepatitis C infection. Patients who are
found to have cirrhosis or other complications are referred
to ILBS for further evaluation and management.

* HEAD-Start project is led by FIND and supported by Unitaid. The project is establishing innovative moaels for screening and
treatment for HCV across 4 countries: Georgia, India, Malaysia and Myanmar. In Delhi the project is implemented in partnership
with Institute of Liver & Biliary Studies (ILBS) and is supported by the government of NCT of Delhi.

( Explore HEAD-Start’s Delhi Model )

FIND would like to thank all the patients who patrticipated in this project and our supporting partners: Medical Superintendents and Nodal officers of the Hospitals, Medical officers and Lab Technicians of the Polyclinics, Lab Technicians and Data Entry Operators of the HEAD-Start
project, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Delhi; Directorate of Health Services (DHS), Delhi; National Viral Hepatitis Control Program (NVHCP), Government of India; World Health Organization (WHO) India and the WHO Global Hepatitis Program.
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https://www.finddx.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/FIND-Delhi-booklet_A5_site.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9q2rAVl4s0
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